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carry over the fringe of other cultural elements that have
grown up about them in the course of their development
and use. The new expedients come to hand stripped of
whatever has only a putative or conventional bearing on
their use. On the lower levels of culture this fringe of con-
ventional or putative exactions bound up with the usufruct
of given technological devices would be mainly of the na-
ture of magical or religious observances; but on the higher
levels, in cases of the class here in question, they are more
likely to be conventionalities embedded in custom and to
some extent in law, of a secular kind, but frequently ap-
proaching the mandatory character of religious observ-
ances, as, e.g., the requirement of a decently expensive
standard of living.